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BlackRock and Merrill Lynch Investment Managers (MLIM) merged
on 29 September 2006 to create one of the world's largest
asset management firms BlackRock Merrill Lynch Investment
Managers (BlackRock MLIM] with over US$1.2 trillion in assets
under management. This united the predominantly US fixed income
institutional heritage of BlackRock with that of Merrill Lynch
Investment Managers” award-winning global retail equity franchise.

Now, more than ever, BlackRock MLIM’s combined capabilities
ensure that our clients benefit from an even greater depth of
investment insight, powerful technology, a wider spectrum of
products and a broader base of investment talent. As BlackRock
MLIM, we maintain our vigorous focus on generating exceptional
performance and innovative solutions for our clients.

Client-driven partnerships, breadth of innovative solutions, a culture
of investment excellence and powerful investment technology are all
part of BlackRock's continuing strategy for success.

Exceptional client service: our goal

Our clear focus on all aspects of investment excellence outlined
in this brochure is complemented by an unwavering, senior-level
commitment to outstanding client service. You, as our client, can
expect to receive unbiased market insight and our promise of the
highest ethical standards.

Today BlackRock MLIM serves clients in 60 countries worldwide.
Our client base includes insurance companies, third-party
distributors, foundations, corporations, banks, [|FAs and
individuals across the globe.




